
Westways Parent/Carer Forum – Thursday 5th November 2020 (9:30am) 

Present: School – C.Hollamby; Parents/Carers – 8; Note taker – L.Pocock 

Agenda Items Response Further discussion / Action 

1) Remote learning in the case of self-isolation, is it 
possible for children at home to access lessons 
taught by the teacher online (e.g. via Zoom)? It is 
hard for many children to learn from handouts or 
slide shows without a verbal narrative to go 
alongside it. 

 School is using Google Classroom to provide 
lessons/learning online. There is upcoming 
training for staff on how to produce audio assisted 
presentations. 

 Also using of the White Rose Maths video 
resources and the DfE funded Oak Academy 
online lessons (where it fits in with our 
themes/curriculum). 

 School has managed to obtain some laptops from 
the DfE so we are now in a position to provide a 
loan system for families if self-isolation occurs. 

 

 

2) Differentiated remote learning – communication 
with parents of children with SEN about what 
learning is specific to them, what learning level 
they are at. How will online learning be tailored to 
their individual needs so work set is at the right 
level? 

 As online learning becomes more the norm, 
teachers will be expected to provide differentiated 
tasks as much as possible, just as they do in the 
classroom. 

 Welfare calls will be made at least weekly to 
families by school during any period of self-
isolation so that staff can check in with pupils and 
ensure they are able to access the home learning 
set. This will also be an opportunity to address any 
concerns pupils and/or parents/carers might have 
about learning materials. 

 However there is also consideration of staff 
wellbeing: demands on staff will vary depending 
on who it is that is unwell during a period of self-
isolation. Other staff in school will be able to 
support but not fully due to them still having their 
own classes to teach. 

 Parent/Carer expressed appreciation for 
school already having arranged a 
meeting to address specific academic 
concerns. 

3) Advice for parents/carers as to where they should 
wait over the winter if school continues to have a 
half hour gap between drop off and pick up. 
 

 School is currently working within the restrictions 
placed upon us by government with regards to 
staggered start and end times.  We appreciate it is 
not ideal and despite looking at ways to make 
times work for families, the variations of family 
units make it difficult to accommodate all. 

 A parent/carer suggested using all 
sheltered spaces on site (e.g. on 
Warwick playground), which school 
agreed with so long as social distancing 
could be adhered to. 

 School would welcome further 
suggestions from the community. 



4) Assessment in school – each core subject, ideally 
every half term, so they can reflect what they have 
learned and what their next steps are for the 
coming new half term. 

 Our assessment policy is available on the school 
website and has been developed alongside staff.  

 A mix of formative and summative assessment 
used across school in order to inform teaching 
impact on pupil progress. Recent developments 
with regards to assessment are ‘Flashbacks’ and 
‘Quick Quizzes’. 

 Summative assessments take place half termly for 
Year 6 only so children feel confident and 
comfortable when statutory assessments have to 
be sat at the end of the year. 

 

5) Constructive feedback – spell checking can help 
develop independent learning skills but quite often 
pupils can miss mistake marking on their work and 
carry on the next stage. 

 

 Marking and feedback policy recently reviewed to 
enable staff to provide constructive feedback.  

 School uses a Star (something to celebrate) and a 
Wish (a next step for learning) approach. 

 Key spelling errors are identified in marking for 
pupils to address but depends on the 
developmental stage as to which ones they are. 

 Years 3 to 6 have also recently started Read Write 
Inc. Spelling to help impact on the quality of 
spelling in Key Stage 2. 

 

6) Efficient management of increased funding on 
child with Special Needs? 

 There has been no increased funding for pupils 
with SEND. Funding for SEND is allocated to our 
school locality and we then have to apply through 
a complex system – our SENDCO spends 
considerable time on applying for funding in order 
to try and best support the children in our care. 

 ‘Catch up’ funding was raised by a 
parent/carer – this has recently started 
to come into school and is already being 
utilised. During half termly pupil 
progress meetings, teachers identify 
pupils who are in need of ‘catching up’. 
The funding is then used to support 
identified pupils across school in a 
variety of ways (e.g. backfilling staff to 
free them up to work with children; 1:1 
tuition; after school ‘catch up’ sessions). 

7) School uniform consultation – as a new parent I 
am unsure when parents were last consulted 
about this. 

 There has been no consultation with parents about 
uniform in recent years. Governors have 
discussed it and feel strongly there should be no 
requirement for uniform. 

 The subject of uniform will be raised 
with governors and the new head 
teacher once recruited. 



 

 

 

8) Hot school meals – are there plans to bring a daily 
hot school meal option back as I am aware other 
schools, who use Taylor Shaw, are already 
offering hot meals daily. 

 
 

 This is something we have given considerable 
attention to through discussions over the last term. 
Keeping to class bubbles means we are 
constrained in our provision at lunchtime. Our 
priority has been keeping the integrity of our 
bubbles. 

 After several meetings, we have agreed on the 
following for the school meals to start on Monday 
16 November (a letter will be sent out to parents 
next week about this): 

o KS2: Due to health and safety constraints, 
it is not feasible to offer hot meals to KS2 in 
the Western building.  We are going to 
increase the offer of hot 'grab bags' to five 
days a week. 

o Reception and KS1: They are going to be 
offered a limited menu of hot meals.  There 
will be two choices - a meat option and a 
vegetarian option (there will not be a Halal 
option or Jacket potato option) along with a 
pudding.  They will no longer be offered a 
sandwich. Due to the class bubbles, 
Reception will be having their meals in the 
Warwick building and KS1 will have their 
meals in the Mona Hall. 

o This will obviously be monitored and 
reviewed on a regular basis. 

 Hot meals for Reception children may 
be subject to change during periods of 
bad weather. Due to health and safety 
reasons, we would not expect staff to 
wheel large catering trollies over to the 
Warwick building. 

Any Other Business Response Further discussion / Action 

N/A   


